APPENDIX A

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001

TheNo Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) establishesaset of standardsthat must be met by
every State recalving Title | funds. In particular, States are required to perform annua assessments in
reading and mathematicsin three grade spans (3-5, 6-9, 10- 12) through the 2004- 2005 school year, and
beginning in 2005- 2006, they will be obligated to perform annua assessmentsin reading and math for every
gradefrom third through eighth. See 20 U.S.C. § 6311(b)(3)(C)(v) & (vii) (2002). Scienceassessmentsof
the three grade spans will be required beginning in 2007-2008. See 20 U.S.C. § 6311(b)(3)(C)(v)(I1).

NCLB dso requires asingle, statewide accountability system that isto include al school didricts
and schools. See20 U.S.C. §6311(a). Asaresult, the Massachusetts accountability system hashad to be
adapted to meet the NCLB'’ srequirements. Under NCLB, a determination isto be made for each local
schoal district and each school within it as to whether each school and the district as a whole have made

“adequateyearly progress’ (AY P) towardsthegod of having every sudent achievethe*proficient” level on

! Beginning in the 2002- 2003 school year, al States have aso been required to participate in
the NAEP reading and math assessments, which means that a smal sample of fourth and eighth grade
sudents in every State must take the NAEP reading and math tests. This switch from voluntary to
mandatory participation by the States in the NAEP assessments is designed to assist the United States
Department of Education in verifying the vdidity of each Stat€'s annud student assessments, with the
presumed god of ensuring student performance or at least progress towards higher student
performance.



the statewide assessments — in Massachusetts, the MCAS tests — by the year 2014. See 20 U.S.C. 88
6311(b)(2)(B); 6311(b)(2)(C); 6311(b)(2)(F).  Moreover, NCLB mandates that AYP is to be
caculated not only for the school and didtrict as awhole, but in a disaggregated form for specific student
populaions. mgor racid and ethnic groups, sudents with disabilities, low income students, and students
withlimited English proficiency (LEP). See20 U.S.C. 88 6311(b)(2)(C)(v)(I1). AY Pisbased primarily on
the student assessment tests, but is dso based on the rate of student participation in theassessment tests—
95% participation iscurrently required for the school and ditrict, and for each of the just- mentioned student
populations— and one other academicindicator, such as student attendancerate for e ementary and middle
schools, or student graduation ratesfor high schools. See 20 U.S.C. 88 6311(b)(2)(C)(vi). A school will

not make AY Pif one or more of the student specific student groups does not do so. However, the school

may demondtrate achievement of AY P even if its sudents do not receive aproficient score, so long asthe
percentage of students not making the proficient level isreduced by at least ten percent for theyear. See20
U.S.C. 88 6311(b)(2)(1).

Another requirement of NCLB isthat beginning in the 2002- 2003 school year, every schoodl didrict
must make availableto the public (including, obvioudy, parents) an annua “report card” about each schoal
inthedigtrict that explains, among other things, the percentage of teachersteaching core academic subjects
who are “highly qudified,” the results of the MCAS tests broken down by particular student group, and
whether or not the school has made AYP. See 20 U.S.C. § 6311(h)(C).

If aschool does not make AY P for two consecutive years, it receives the designation of a school
“idertified for improvement.” See20 U.S.C. §6316(b)(1)(A). Inthisinstance, the school must reserve at

least 10% of itsTitlel, Part A fundsfor teacher professiond devel opment, and make availableto sudentsin
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the school the option to attend another schoal that is not soidentified, with the didtrict being responsible for
transportation. See 20 U.S.C. 88 6316(b)(1)(E);

8 6316(b)(3)(A)(iii). If aschool fallsto make AYP for three years, the district must reserve 20% of its
Titlel fundsfor sudentsto obtain supplementa educationd services—e.g., tutoring, after-school programs
— at the provider of their choice. See 20 U.S.C. 88 6316(b)(10)(A).

Findly, NCLB requiresthat by the end of the 2005-2006 schoal year, al sudentsareto betaught
the “ core academic” subjects — English, reading or language arts, math, science, foreign languages, civics
and government, history, geography, economics, and the arts— by “highly qudified” teachers, regardless of
thefunding sourcefor the students. See20 U.S.C. 88 6319(a)(2). “Highly qudified” meansthat the teacher
hasavaid Massachusettsteaching license a one of thethreeleves (priminary, initid, or professond), and
aso demondtrates subject matter competency in the areas in which the teacher teaches. See20 U.S.C. 88
7801(23). The State has defined anumber of waysthat ateacher may meet the subject matter competency
requirement. These include passing the appropriate Massachusetts test for educator licensure (MTEL)
subject matter test, or, for middle school and high school teachers, completing an appropriate academic
magjor for the teacher’ s undergraduate degree or completing a graduate degree in the appropriate subject,
or, for teachers a any leve, obtaining a satisfactory assessment on the appropriate Massachusetts high
objective uniform State standard of evaluation.? With respect to paraprofessionals, NCLB directsthat all
newly hired pargprofessonals must have two years of postsecondary education or, if the gpplicant has a

high school diploma, he or she demongtrates necessary skills on a forma State or local academic

2 See“NCLB Policy document Highly Quadlified Teachers,” reprinted at
www.doemass.edw/nc.b/hg/hg_memo.html.




assessment. See 20 U.S.C. 88 6319(c). Previoudy employed paraprofessionas have until 2006 to meet

these educationa requirements. See 20 U.S.C. 88 6319(d).



